Activism, social justice, and community involvement in the archives have become hot topics as of late, 1 but activism is nothing new for community archivists and volunteers. For decades members of marginalized groups have collected, preserved, and curated collections of materials for and by communities through the work of individual activist archivists. For underrepresented groups the creation of community archives was a political act in defiance of marginalization.
The Case of LLACE: Challenges, Triumphs, and Lessons of a Community Archives 3 sexualities not included in popular initialisms, such as LGBT. 5 Stryker also used queer in her
Transgender History because it denoted commonalities within communities and, as she put it, avoided "historical nit-picking" over the terms used.
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Literature Review
Research on community archives has been expanding within the last decade and, while still arguably a nascent field of research, 7 there are a number of articles published which have focused on the reasons for creating these archives, their funding and staffing, collection development, description and access practices, and challenges they face. This section highlights the current state of research in these areas and positions LLACE as case to contribute to the literature on community archives. Although community archives have been created by numerous under-represented and marginalized communities, this review emphasizes literature specific to queer community archives as that is the focus of this study and the mission of LLACE.
Creating Community Archives
Community archives are archives created by community members due to the lack of representation or access to records from their pasts. Much of the literature emphasizes how marginalized groups distrusted institutional archives after seeing how their lives had been represented or, in some instances, completely omitted. As noted by both Joan Nestle and Maxine
Susan Stryker and Martin Van Buskirk, Gay by the Bay: A History of Queer Culture in the San Francisco Bay
Area (San Francisco, CA: Chronicle Books, 1996) , 5. Wolfe in their histories of the Lesbian Herstory Archives, there was a great need to create a community archives to document histories that were being lost or ignored.
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Much of the literature on community archives, like queer history in general, has been written by activists and community members and only relatively recently have scholars and academics begun to seriously study and write about them. 9 One of the most prominent is British researcher Andrew Flinn. His research into community archives supports the earlier writings by community archivists who stated that when mainstream archival institutions marginalized certain groups these communities created their own archives and collected materials that would otherwise have been lost to the historical record. 10 Archivist Elizabeth Knowlton studied this phenomenon in the late 1980s by conducting a survey of gay community archives and institutional archives located in the same city or state. Published in 1987, her survey results showed that institutional archivists had little knowledge of gay archives or gay rights movements more generally. 11 The only queer community records available in these cities were stored in individuals' homes or in community archives.
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More recent literature has shown that an important motivation behind the founding of community archives is to maintain control over the communities' records. This has continued to Company, 1976), 2-3; Nestle, "The Will to Remember," 87. 10 Flinn, "Community Histories," 154. emphasizing the importance of community involvement and visibility in generating the funds needed to support the archives' work. Sustainability is one of the most pressing current and future challenge identified by researchers for community archives as they continue to serve their missions of collecting, preserving, and providing access to records by, from, and important to queer communities.
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Gaps in the Literature While literature on community archives' histories and practices continues to grow, there are still numerous gaps. As community archives is a relatively recent field of study, with much of the research being done outside of the United States, there are many archives that have yet to be documented. This study of LLACE fills a geographical niche by examining a community archives in a relatively under-studied location. Also, while histories of multiple community 40 Nestle, "The Will to Remember," 88. 41 Meeker, "Archives Review," 205. 42 Barriault, "Archiving the Queer," 105; Meeker, "Archives Review," 204. meetings during which it shapes the direction of the organization. In 2011, the board began work on a five-year plan to determine its organizational goals and strategies to reach these goals.
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The primary goals of the new plan are to make the organization self-sustaining and more attractive to potential donors and grant organizations. As the LLACE is still quite young, defining its goals is critical so that its limited resources are used to support activities deemed most important by its members and volunteer staff.
Key Issue 3: Collecting and Collection Development
Except for a small collection development fund for videos and the yearly subscription to The volunteers' enthusiasm for collecting and preserving records of the queer communities was unflagging, and it was no surprise that LLACE's collections grew quickly, proof of the active donations from the community. 72 After only a year at its original location on B Street, LLACE had outgrown its space and was looking for a new place to house its collections. LLACE members found appropriate space in mid-town Sacramento, their present location on 21st Street, which has allowed the organization to continue to expand.
Because LLLACE functions as more than a traditional library or archives with both circulating and non-circulating collections, its collection policy covers both aspects. The policy 69 Macshafi, "Moving History," 21. clearly defines the collecting scope to include "book and non-book material" pertaining to queer communities. 73 Interestingly, LLACE's policy makes it explicit that "non-gay authors writing fiction and nonfiction" about queer communities are "very acceptable to add to the collection."
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In this way, LLACE demonstrates its openness to non-queer groups. LLACE's collection policy also notes that its geographical focus is the "Sacramento area gay and lesbian community" as well as indicates that the archives collects the "papers and materials of ordinary LGBT people."
LLACE's board justifies this policy, explaining that ordinary people "have stories to tell.
Lavender Library is dedicated to preserving these important records." 75 This inclusivity allows LLACE to document the richness of queer communities in Sacramento and not limit the collection to only the communities' most notable or elite members and organizations.
Key Issue 4: Description and Access
In one of its early brochures, LLACE provided details about its catalog and how it used a thesaurus created by Dee Michel specifically for queer libraries and archives to classify and catalog its materials. 76 As the brochure explained, this specialized "classification system" enabled members to catalog the collections in a way that enabled "access to our uniqueness and University. 82 Though they are not in Encoded Archival Description (EAD), the finding aids are familiar in format to anyone who has done any research in archives.
Because LLACE is not part of the OACE, its archival finding aids do not rely solely on the OAC's preferred descriptive standard, the Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH).
Instead, LLACE employs the classification system created by Dee Michel for describing queer materials as well. LLACE volunteers have found Michel's thesaurus easy to use, and it can be expanded with additional local headings as needed. As Haughton succinctly put it, "Why not make it as usable as possible?" 83 Interestingly, while the LLACE's circulating library catalogs books solely using Michel's thesaurus, its archival finding aids list subject headings from
Michel's thesaurus first followed by the LCSH terms. This will be of great value if LLACE decides in the future to become part of the OAC. It also demonstrates the ubiquitous nature of LCSH, despite past criticisms of its omissions and biases.
A pressing issue due to the archives' financial constraints concerns space. Because storage space is quite limited at LLACE, none of the archival collections are maintained at its 21st Street location. 84 This means that researchers must make an advance appointment to use the archival collections so that the volunteers have time to retrieve them from offsite storage.
However book, journal, and video collections are available on-site for browsing and borrowing.
Even with space and financial issues, LLACE has always offered its facility for other groups to use. Haughton mentioned in his interview that Eclectic? Trash? (a book group), Sacramento Valley Veterans (a LGBT veterans group), and a transgender group all meet at the library on a monthly basis. The library also hosts occasional book signings and readings.
82 Grantz, interview.
83 Haughton, interview.
84 Grantz, interview. He mentioned that the library and archives get "calls or emails from all over," even from as far away as Zambia and Uruguay. 91 However, Haughton goes on to explain, "We cannot afford publicity so unless we get free publicity, we don't get publicity." 92 According to
Haughton, lack of visibility translates into a lack of funding: "…if we want to get on the radar and start attracting funding, we really need to work on publicity as well as fundraising-both of them. The two go together…." 93 LLACE's supporters hope that the proposed five-year plan will help in this regard. As Grantz indicated, once LLACE's mission and goals have been articulated, "then we have to do outreach to the different groups in Sacramento" to raise funds.
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In addition to developing a strategic plan, LLACE is designing multiple new programs and projects to increase visibility. For instance, on October 1, 2011, LLACE was one of the participating archives in the Archives Crawl 2011. During this event, four large institutions (Center for Sacramento History, Sacramento Public Library, California State Archives, and California State Library) hosted smaller archives for the day, and these archives were able to promote their collections to the wider communities in Sacramento. 95 Community members received a "passport" that was stamped at each of the host institutions they visited during the event. In the near future, the library is planning on offering "Lavender Tours." As Grantz explained, these will be tours of LLACE during which volunteers will talk about the circulating and archival collections, ending with coffee and donuts. These tours are based on the Habitat for Humanity tours that similarly aim to raise funds. Grantz has volunteered with Habitat for Humanity, which is where he got the idea. 96 These are just two of the ways that LLACE is reaching out to the communities to increase visibility.
Another significant factor in the archives' sustainability is continuing community support. 97 Haughton worries about the younger generations' lack of interest in the archives and the communities' histories. "The majority of the people who come through the door," he observed, "are older people," not young adults who should be the next generation of volunteers and staff. 98 Hopefully, with higher visibility through programming and special events and an increased online presence, LLACE will attract the interest of the next generation.
Implications
This discussion of LLACE has important implications for both community archives and wider archival practice. The history and development of Sacramento's queer archives reveals why marginalized communities, as late as 1998, still felt the need to create a separate archives space that was lacking at the time in Sacramento and raises important issues concerning collection development, access, and description. The study of LLACE also shows some of the challenges faced not only by community archives, but most archives, in terms of funding and relevancy to communities they serve. This section discusses how the archives profession may apply the information gained from the study of LLACE to further archival practice. 
Future Directions of Research
The subject of community archives is a promising area of study with numerous avenues for future research. One exciting approach is to undertake comparative studies of community archives across different communities and across different countries. These comparative studies may enable us to understand the similarities and differences among archives and suggest best practices not only for community archives but for the profession in general. Comparative 101 Stevens, Flinn, and Shepherd, "New Frameworks," 72. have not empowered minorities, women, or members of queer communities. 105 More research is needed to document changes in language usage and ensure that descriptive standards change to reflect current and appropriate language when describing collections.
As noted in the literature review and shown through the collections of LLACE, community archives are more than traditional archival spaces and collections, often serving as a library, archives, and museums within the same space. As such, community archives already embody the concept of GLAM by combining elements of all four types of information and cultural organizations. However, even though researchers report that we are starting to see collaborations and overlap in areas such as online collections, we have yet to see overlap in other areas such as curriculum for teaching new professionals in this re-integrated landscape. 106 Much research is still needed in this reemerging field of study, 107 especially into how community archives can contribute to the understanding of GLAM integration in collection development and beyond in practice in both physical and digital spaces. As more researchers and organizations become interested in examining how intersections among GLAM organizations may help 104 Stevens, Flinn, and Shepherd, "New Frameworks," 59-76. 105 Greenblatt, "The Treatment of LGBTIQ Concepts," 212-228; Olson, "The Power to Name," 639, 646.
106 Given and McTavish, "What's Old is New Again," 9; Trant, "Emerging Convergence," 369.
107 Given and McTavish, "What's Old is New Again," 27-28.
The Case of LLACE: Challenges, Triumphs, and Lessons of a Community Archives 28 revitalize and expand practice, 108 understanding work already completed by community archives will become even more important. Community archives may be seen as part of the vanguard of this renewed interest in GLAM and provide models for integrated professional practice.
Conclusion
Community archives, like LLACE, demonstrate the importance of creating and maintaining spaces in communities for people to come together to collect, preserve, share, and learn from their histories. Dedicated individuals make possible the continued viability of community archives and their willingness to share their time and knowledge with researchers makes possible the continued addition of information on these important archives to our archival literature. Through understanding and appreciating the community archives movement, archivists can advance professional theory and practice to be more inclusive and collaborative so that their institutions better represent diversity of their communities. 
